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Here are a few documents to help teachers and students in their first encounter with the most remarkable French 
explorers of North America. They might help and inspire you to design more creative entries for our contest. The 
contest is organized with the collaboration of the Delegation of Québec Government at the occasion of the 
Québec‟s 400

th
 anniversary. At the end, you‟ll find our quiz to assess your knowledge of the explorers. 

This guide‟s purpose is to introduce the Age of Exploration. The focus is on key Francophone explorers and their 
trips. The students will identify reasons for explorations, describe the technological developments navigation that 
made long distance trips possible, and understand the historic consequences. 
 
Many books and encyclopedias will be needed for research along with computer access and connection to the 
Internet. (Refer to the resource section) World maps and maps of America will be needed to trace the routes. 
 
 
 

Definition 

 
 
Exploration: “Travel to a part of the earth that is relatively unknown to the traveler's culture, historically often 
motivated by a desire for colonization, conquest, or trade”. 
 
Following the Crusades Europe's desire for gold and spices drove her inhabitants to find new ways of 
importation. The traditional method through the Middle East was too expensive so they decided to sail westward. 
The first explorers were the Vikings, but they were not see

1
king wealth and did not maintain the colonies. It was 

not until Christopher Columbus made his journeys that the Europeans realized the New World's vast potential. 
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French Explorers’ biographies 

 

Jacques Cartier 

Early life 
Jacques Cartier was born in the seaport of Saint Malo (France) in 1491, France. He studied navigation in 
Dieppe, a major French center for navigators. After that, he became a highly respected navigator. He may 
have sailed to Newfoundland with a fishing fleet in the early 1500s. Some historians believe Cartier 
accompanied Giovanni de Verrazano on French expeditions to the New World. 

   In Search of the Northwest Passage 

In 1531, Francis I commissioned Cartier to look for the Northwest 
Passage, the short route to the Pacific Ocean that had eluded John 
Cabot in 1497. On March 19, 1534, Cartier was assigned the mission 
of "undertaking the voyage of this kingdom to the New Lands to 
discover certain islands and countries where there are said to be great 
quantities of gold and other riches". The following April 20, the 
navigator from Saint-Malo cast off with two ships and a crew of 61. 
Twenty days later he reached Newfoundland. Cartier got two small 
ships and 61 crew members. He left Saint Malo in April. In less than 
three weeks, he was sailing down the coast of Newfoundland, 
discovering the Magdalen and Prince Edward islands. They then 
crossed the Gaspe Peninsula and took possession of it for France 
before returning home. More than 200 Iroquois from Stadacona 
(Québec) were on the peninsula to fish when he arrived. Initially 
trusting and cordial, relations were tarnished when Jacques Cartier 
claimed possession of the territory on July 24. The 30-foot cross he 
erected at Pointe-Penouille seemed improper to Donnacona, the 
Native chief. Fearing the consequences of this discontent, Cartier lied, 
describing the cross as an insignificant landmark. Unfortunately he 
had mistaken the mouth of the St. Lawrence River for a bay, and failed 
to investigate it. Cartier‟s description of the distant land excited many 
young   explorers to seek their fortune in the New World. 

   

 

Second Expedition to Canada 

 In 1535, the king sent him out again. He sailed up the St. Lawrence   River and recognized it for what it 
was. He continued on, establishing Mont Real (Mount Royal) which is now Montreal, Canada. They spent 
the winter at an Indian village near Quebec, where Cartier watched 25 of his men die of scurvy. The 
Huron were generous to him, but he betrayed them. He kidnapped 12 Indians, including their chief, and 
headed straight for France. Cartier hoped that his prisoners would tell him where their gold mine was 
located, but there really was no gold mine. 

 
Last Voyage to the New World 

In 1541, his third expedition was put together to help Jean Roberval found a colony in Canada. Failing to 
find enough French colonists willing to give up the advantages of home for the uncivilized New World, 
Roberval asked his government to help. It met his needs by freeing from prison anyone willing to join the 
expedition. While Cartier went ahead, Roberval awaited his recruits. In June 1544, Roberval arrived on a 

Jacques Cartier takes possession of Canada for France, 1534 Print after Louis-Charles Bombled. 

Create a costume an Explorer could have worn. 
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supply ship only to find that Cartier had slipped back to France. Cartier had 

left Roberval stranded in New 
3
France with a colony of robbers and murderers. 

Cartier never found the Northwest Passage, but his explorations served as a 
basis for the French claims in the rich St. Lawrence Valley and led to many 
future expeditions by France to Canada. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel De Champlain 

 
Early life 
Samuel de Champlain was born around 1570 in Brouages in France. Brouages was an important port city 
and Champlain's father had been an officer in the French Navy. Champlain himself served as a French 
naval captain. Later he was given the command of a Spanish ship sailing from Cadiz to the West Indies. 
Champlain arrived on his first trip to North America on March 15, 1603, as an observer, with members of 
a fur-trading expedition. Although he had no official assignment on the voyage, he created a map of the 
St. Lawrence River and after his return to France on September 20th, wrote an account published as Des 
Sauvages: ou voyage de Samuel Champlain, de Brouages, faite en la France nouvelle l'an 1603 
("Concerning the Savages: or travels of Samuel Champlain, of Brouages, made in New France the year 
1603"). 

The Canada attract 

He returned to France at the same time that trading for furs with the New World was becoming very 
profitable. By 1600, the businessmen of France were competing with each other for a monopoly of this 
trade. But Henry IV ordered that any company monopolizing the fur trade would also have to start a 
colony. Asked by Henry IV to make a report on his further discoveries, Champlain joined another 
expedition to New France in the spring of 1604. Champlain left on his first voyage with two small vessels, 
hardly larger than fishing boats, to explore the area of the St. Lawrence River.  

Samuel de Champlain made twelve voyages to what is now Canada. On his first trip he followed the St. 
Lawrence River as far north as the Lachine Rapids above Montreal. Along the way he met Indians who 
discouraged him from trying to proceed further because of rapids and poor conditions extending far up 
the river. Champlain turned back, traded with the Indians, loaded his ships with a valuable cargo of furs, 
and returned to France.  

When Champlain reached France he found that a new nobleman had been given the Canadian fur 
trading rights provided that he start a colony and bring 100 settlers every year. Champlain was persuaded 
to join the expedition. For the next five years he explored the St. Lawrence country, the area of Nova 
Scotia and New England. He charted the coastline and made friends with the Indians. On July 3, 1608, 
Champlain landed at the "point of Quebec" and set about fortifying the area by building three main 
buildings (each two stories tall), to which he referred collectively as "l'Habitation". This was to become the 
city of Quebec. Fortifying Quebec City became one of his passions, which he embarked on periodically 
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 Jacques Cartier sources: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/jacques_cartier.htm and 

http://www.win.tue.nl/~engels/discovery/cartier.html  
3
Samuel de Champlain sources: http://eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec4/Unit_2/Unit_IIQ2R7.html and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain  

Build a small model of the „Big Hermine‟. 

http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/jacques_cartier.htm
http://www.win.tue.nl/~engels/discovery/cartier.html
http://eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec4/Unit_2/Unit_IIQ2R7.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain


 

 

 

for the rest of his life. Québec was the first lasting French settlement in the New World. During this time 
he made friends and traded with the Algonquins and other Indian groups in the area. The Algonquins 
were the enemies of the Iroquois Indians living in the area of New York State and the land south of the 
Great Lakes. Champlain was asked to choose sides and help the Alg onquins in their war with the 
Iroquois. He chose to help the Algonquins for several reasons. They were his neighbors and he did 
business with them. Champlain also wanted closer ties so he could count on aid for his scouts as they 
travelled to build up the fur trade while searching for a northwest passage.  

Champlain and two others accompanied the 
Indian warriors southward. The war party came 
across a large fleet of Iroquois canoes. As the 
arrows flew, Champlain fired his gun and the 
terrified Indians fled. The expedition was 
important not only because c lose ties were 
formed with this group of Indians but also 
because the journey allowed Champlain to 
survey the whole length of the lake south of the 
St. Lawrence. This body of water was named 
Lake Champlain in his honor.  

 

 

Champlain's time spent in the New World was not always so successful. At times there were skirmishes 
with other fur traders over trading rights. In establishing the fort at Quebec, the party fell down with scurvy 
from the lack of fresh food. Only eight out of twenty-eight men survived the first winter. In a later raid with 
the Algonquins, Champlain was wounded and spent the winter in their care. He spent many years 
developing the fur trade and searching for the inland sea which would be the passage to China through 
the northwest.  

The French made many gains in the New World because of Samuel de Champlain. Besides founding 
Quebec, he also was the first to name and map Lake Huron. He was able to trace the St. Lawrence River 
to its source. Champlain's maps and accounts made this a rea of the world known to Europe. Champlain 
served as governor of New France in 1626. During the difficulties between France and England he was 
captured and taken prisoner. He later returned to New France when released and again served as 

governor. He died there on December 25, 1635.  

Sieur La Salle 

Early Life 

Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle, was born in Rouen, France in 1643. 
In Search of the Northwest Passage 

At the age of 24, he followed his brother to Canada, where he 
entered the fur trade. La Salle was soon captivated by the 
opportunities available in the largely unexplored lands of North 
America. In 1669, he launched his first expedition, discovering the 
Ohio River. The Indians said they thought the rivers flowed into the 
ocean. La Salle thought that one or both of the rivers might flow into 
the Pacific Ocean. This would be the Northwest Passage that many 
explorers had searched for, but none had found. Over the next 
several years, he combined exploration with his business ventures.  
In 1674 he returned to France. King Louis IV gave him land that 

The journal of La Salle, recording observations of his 1682 expedition. 

Create an Explorers‟ Notebook or a Blog  for one of explorers‟ journey 
 

First meeting of Champlain and the Amerindians 
 

Design/Paint/Sculpt the Explorers‟ life and 
discoveries. 

 



 

 

 

include Fort Fronenac, on the site of present day Kingston, Ontario. He created a trading post and then 
became one of the most powerful people in Canada. 
 
In Search of the Mississippi River 

In 1679 he again sailed back to France and got permission to explore the Mississippi River. He returned 
to Canada and launched an expedition to take control of all the Great Lakes. Then, I led 20 Frenchmen 
and 30 Indians down the Illinois River in canoes to the Mississippi River. In 1682, he descended the 
Mississippi and claimed for France all of the lands that were drained by the river, a vast territory that he 
named “Louisiana” after the French King Louis XIV.  
In 1683, Robert La Salle obtained royal support for a venture to travel to the mouth of the Mississippi 
through the Gulf of Mexico and establish a colony for France. From this base, France would be able to 
strike at Spanish Mexico, harass Spanish shipping, and block English-American expansion in North 
America. La Salle‟s fleet of four ships and 280 men and colonists was plagued with problems from the 
start, culminating with the failure to find the mouth of the Mississippi.  
In spite of the severe setbacks, La Salle accomplished a great deal of exploration. It is believed that he 
explored the Rio Grande as far west as the Pecos River near the present-day town of Langtry.   
La Salle‟s activities had far-reaching consequences for the future of Texas. Spain increased its own 
exploration of the Texas coast and advanced the timetable for its own occupation in order to stave off 
French claims. As for France, it continued to claim Texas, a claim that was transferred to the United 
States after the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and remained a sore point until the boundaries were settled 
by treaty in 1819. 
His major accomplishment is to be the first European to sail down the Mississippi River from the Great 
Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico.

4
 

Louis Jolliet et Jacques Marquette  

Early life 
Louis Jolliet was born in New France in 1645. He studied hydrography (charting bodies of water). Near 
Quebec, he decided to enter the fur trade, the main business in New France. 
 
In search of the Mississippi 
In 1672, Jolliet was chosen by the two highest officials in New France to lead an expedition to find the 
Mississippi River. The French knew about the river from their Native American trading partners, but they 
weren't sure if it emptied into the Gulf of Mexico or the Pacific Ocean. 
Jolliet found that Jacques Marquette, a Jesuit Priest, was to come with him to spread Christianity among 
the Indians they met on the way. In May of 1673 a 7-man expedition set off in birch bark canoes. They 
traveled west along the north shore of Lake Michigan to Green Bay, then up the Fox River. They reached 
the Mississippi in mid-June. Jolliet and the others continued down the Mississippi, but by now they 
realized that it did not lead to the Pacific Ocean. Since the river continued south, they believed it led into 
the Gulf of Mexico. 
On their way south, they saw the Missouri River, which they thought would lead west to the Pacific 
Ocean. They continued traveling as far south on the Mississippi to the border between Arkansas and 
Louisiana. There, friendly Native Americans warned the explorers that hostile Indians with guns were 
waiting further south along the river. Not wanting to risk their lives any further, they turned back. 

Heading Home 
On July 17, 1673 they headed upstream. Paddling against the strong current made it difficult to travel. 
The Indians told them an easier route so they traveled up the Illinois River that led them to Lake 
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 La Salle and European reasons to explore the world sources: http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/la_salle.htm 
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Michigan. When he returned he had a great fur and fish trade career on the St. Lawrence River. He died 
in the summer of 1700.

5
 

What did these Great Explorers have in common? 

Three of them were French, Samuel de Champlain, Jacques Cartier and Sieur La Salle. And they all 
spoke French. They all wanted to discover new areas, navigating around the world for a long time. They 
like adventure and unknown, they share the same frame of mind. And these famous explorers explored 
the same area, wich is North America and particularly New France. 

New France 

France was a colonial power in North America from the early 16th century, the age of great European 
discoveries and fishing expeditions, to the early 19th century, when Napoléon Bonaparte sold Louisiana 
to the US. New France (Nouvelle-France) was the area colonized by France in North America during a 
period extending from the exploration of the Saint Lawrence River by Jacques Cartier in 1534, to the 
cession of New France to Spain and Britain in 1763. At its peak in 1712, the territory of New France 
extended from Newfoundland to the Rocky Mountains and from Hudson Bay to the Gulf of Mexico. The 

territory was then divided in five colonies, each with its own administration: Canada, 
Acadia, Hudson Bay, Newfoundland and Louisiana. France became interested in the 
New World later than the other Western Christian powers - England, Spain and Portugal 
- and after the trips made by Christopher Columbus in 1492, John Cabot in 1497 and the 
Corte-Real brothers in 1501 and 1502. In 1524 Giovanni Verrazano followed the eastern 
shore of America from Florida to Newfoundland. 

 
 

Why did Europeans explore the world during the Age of 

Exploration? 

 
Many different European countries paid for explorations for many different reasons. Some of the reasons 
that they explored were: 

Sea Route in Search of Spices 

Spices were an essential part of everyday life for the Europeans. Refrigeration had not yet been 
invented, so the only way to preserve meat was to salt it. Adding spices helped to hide the salty taste. 
The spices also concealed the taste of meat that had gone bad.  
Unfortunately for Europeans, these spices did not grow anywhere in Europe. They were only found in 
Asian countries like China, Japan, and India. 
 
Expand Knowledge 
In the late 1400s, Europeans did not know much about the world. Most of them had never been outside of 
Europe. The European map of the world included only Europe, Asia, and the top of Africa. They thought 
there was only one ocean, the Ocean Sea. Although many people thought the world was flat, educated 
Europeans knew that it was round. The problem was they had no idea how large the world was. 
 
Larger Empires 
Some European rulers, especially the King of Spain and the King of Portugal, wanted to claim as much 
land as they could. They wanted to take all of the natural resources from this land and use the people that 
lived there as slaves to do their work. 
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Expand Christianity 
In the late 1400s, there was only one religion in Europe, Christianity. The European rulers were very 
religious. They wanted to convert everyone to Christianity. 
 
 

VOCABULARY LIST 

 
Anticosti Island – A large island that is located at the mouth of the Saint Lawrence River. King Louis the 

XIV gave this island to Jolliet as a reward for his role in the discovery of the Mississippi River. 

Barometer - An instrument, often using a column of mercury, for measuring atmospheric pressure. 

Traditionally a falling barometer measurement meant an approaching storm.  

Birch-bark – The bark of the birch tree that was used for making canoes. 

Cartographer - Person who makes maps. Cartography is the science and practice of projecting by 

various methods an area of the Earth's surface on a flat plane, as a sheet of paper.  

Colonization – The establishment of political, economic and military control over an area in a distant land 

called a colony. 

Colony – An area that is controlled by a distant country. 

Down-stream – Heading in the direction towards the mouth of the river. 

Expedition – A journey made by a group of people in order to explore or search. 

Great Lakes – The five largest (connected) bodies of freshwater in the world bordering the United States 

and Canada including, Lake Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario, and 

Superior. 

Green Bay – A large bay of Lake Michigan located in northern Wisconsin. Site of a 

French mission in the late 1600s. 

Hostile – Actively unfriendly, war-like 

Illinois Country – Area where the state of Illinois is now located, home to the Illinois Indians. 

Inhabitants – The people that live in, or inhabit, a certain place. 

Iroquois – A group of tribes that once occupied the lands of upper New York state. They included the 

Mohawk, Onondaga, Oneida, Cayuga, and Seneca tribes. They obtained firearms from the Dutch in the 

early 1600s and soon subdued most of the neighboring tribes. 

Jesuit – A person belonging to an order of Catholic priests known as the Society of Jesus that was 

dedicated to education and missionary work. Father Marquette was a Jesuit. 

King Louis the Fourteenth – The King of France (1638-1715) often referred to as “Louis the Great” or 

the “Sun King”. 

Latitude - Imaginary lines running east to west on the surface of the earth. The latitude determines 

location north or south on the globe.  

Longitude - Imaginary lines that run north to south on the surface of the earth. The prime meridian is 0 

degrees. Each 15 degrees of longitude equals one hour of time.  

Louisiana – Large area of land known as the Mississippi River basin, claimed for France by LaSalle in 

1682, and named in honor King Louis the Fourteenth. 

Matagorda Bay – The bay in Texas where LaSalle landed after failing to find the mouth of the Mississippi 

River. He attempted to found a colony nearby. 

Meridian - A great circle passing through the poles and denotedin degrees of longitude east and west of 

Greenwich, England.  

Mission – A religious outpost. The French colonial missions were run by Catholic priests (missionaries) 

and were intended to be places where Native Americans could learn and practice the Roman Catholic 

faith. 

Mississippi River – The longest and one of the most important rivers in the United 

States. 



 

 

 

New France – The second French colony established in North America founded by Champlain in 1608. 

Northwest Passage – A route between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans long sought after by explorers 

that was believed to go either through or around the top of North America. 

Pirates – A person that attacks others at sea and robs them of their goods. 

Rapids – Part of a river where shallow water flows very fast over rocks and boulders. 

Rendezvous – (ron-day voo) A meeting or gathering. In the French colonies a rendezvous was a meeting 

place where fur traders and merchants got together at a predetermined date. During the rendezvous furs 

were traded for such things as knives, guns, blankets and iron pots. 

Rouen – A port on the River Seine located not far from Paris, France, which is where LaSalle was born. 

Royal Colony – This was a type of colony run by the monarch (as opposed to being run by businessmen 

or religious leaders). 

Saint Lawrence River – A huge River in eastern Canada that links the Great Lakes and the Atlantic 

Ocean. 

Uncharted – An unmapped area. 

Upstream – To move up toward the source of a stream or a river, against the current. 

Versailles – (Ver-sigh) The huge palace built by King Louis the Fourteenth outside of Paris.
6
 

 

Activities for class: 
 

1. Identify the parts of a ship  
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2. quizz 
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1. In which region of France was Jacques Cartier 

born? 

 Aquitaine 

 Bretagne 

 Ile de France (Paris) 

6. Who is called ñThe father of New France?ò 

 Jacques Cartier 

 Louis Jolliet 

 Samuel de Champlain 

2. When did Champlain found Québec? 

 1779 

 1828 

 1808 

7. What were motivational factors for exploration? 

 To obtain gold and silver 

 To obtain wealth, expand territories and spread 

Christianity 

 To obtain power and territories 

3. Who did persuade Champlain to join an expedition 

to explore the area of St Lawrence River? 

 Louis XIV 

 Francois I 

 Henri IV  

 

8. What were accomplishments of exploration? 

 Bought ship and tools 

 Goods and ideas exchanged, maps, navigation tools, 

territorial expansion, ships were improved  

 Gained power and gold 

4. Who was the first European explorer to sail down 

the Mississippi River from the Great Lakes to the Gulf 

of Mexico? 

 Jacques Cartier 

9. What is the oldest city in North America? 

 Montréal 

 Québec City 

The Great Explorers Quizz 

(check the correct answer) 



 

 

 

 
Want to know more about Explorers? Check out these links: 

 
Bibliography :  

 

¶ Les aventures de Samuel de Champlain, F. Legaré. Publishing, Planète rebelle collection Conter 

fleurette, 2008.                                                                                             (French) 

Paintings by François Girard. With a CD of songs. Age 8. Price: 21,95$ 
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 Marco Polo 

 Louis Jolliet 

 Laval 

5. What was the name of Champlainôs ship? 

 The Big Hermine 

 The Big Hermione 

 Ron 

 

10.  When was French made the official language of 
Quebec ? 
 

 1867 

 1912 

 1974 



 

 

 

Beautiful children‟s atlas packed with maps, photographs, illustrations, and charts. It also contains “fun-
filled facts” and a useful glossary.                               (English) 
 

¶ LaSalle and the Exploration of the Mississippi, Harmon, Daniel E., Philadelphia, Chelsea 
House Publishers, 2001, ISBN, 0791059529. Easy to read chapter book takes the reader from LaSalle‟s 
first expedition to his last. 
Included are pictures, maps, glossary, and a timeline.             (English) 
 

¶ Great Explorations, LaSalle, Down the Mississippi, Faber, Harold, New York, 
Benchmark Books, Marshall Cavendish Corporation, 2002, ISBN 0761412395. 
This book is full of pictures and maps that help tell the story of LaSalle‟s life as an explorer. The story 
begins with a description of what life was like in France and shares with you LaSalle‟s five journeys, his 
hardships, and great claim for France.                                    (English) 
 

¶ The Explorers and Settlers: A Source Book on Colonial America (American Albums from the 
Collections of the Library of Congress,) Smith, Carter, The Library of Congress, Millbrook Press 
Inc., Brookfield, Connecticut, 1991, ISBN 156294035X.  

Describes and illustrates the first discoveries and settlements in North America. Included are beautiful 
images and descriptive timelines of major events during the early explorations and settlements of North 
America.                                                                              (English) 

 

¶ Marquette and Joliet: Voyagers of the Mississippi, Syme, Ronald, New York, N.Y., William 
Morrow and Company, 1974, ISBN 0688201059.  

A descriptive biography for young readers.                           (English) 
 

¶ Champlain: A Life of Courage, Jacobs (First Book Explorer), William Jay, Scholastic Library 
Publishing, 1994, ISBN 0531201120 

This book includes the: Wars of Religion, Champlain‟s first voyages to Canada, interactions with the 
Native Americans, his adventures and heroic battles, the founding of Quebec through his later years of 
exploration and expanding the Catholic Church in North America.    (English) 
 

¶ Jolliet and Marquette: Explorers of the Mississippi River, Harmon, Daniel E., Chelsea House 
Publishers, Philadelphia, 2002, ISBN 0791064263 

This is the story of Jolliet and Marquette and their expedition to explore the Mississippi River.    (English) 
 

¶ The Fall of Quebec and the French and Indian War, Ochoa, George, Silver Burdett Press, Inc., 
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1990, ISBN 0382099508 

This book opens with maps of North America before and after the French and Indian War and from there 
goes on to tell the story of the fall of Quebec to Great Britain. This book describes the rivalry between 
France and England and the impact it had on the development of Canada and the Thirteen Colonies. 
(English). 
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¶ Activities for class (English): http://www.mariner.org/educationalad/ageofex/activities.php 

¶ New France description (English): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_France 
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0005701 

¶ Virtual museum of New France:  http://www.civilization.ca/vmnf/vmnfe.asp   (English/French)  

This bilingual virtual museum, created by the Canadian Museum of Civilization in celebration of 

the 400th anniversary of French settlement in North America, covers a wide range of topics such 

as the education of children, explorers, ancestors, and French America. The site also provides 

glossaries, maps, chronologies, and links to other New France Web sites. The Collections page 

http://www.mariner.org/educationalad/ageofex/activities.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_France
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brings together a wealth of information provided by participating cultural institutions in North 

America and Europe that hold materials on New France. 

¶ Kids‟ encyclopedia: (English) http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ex/Explorers    

¶ General website for students with resources for teachers, activities, definitions… (English) 

http://www.gradebook.org/Age%20of%20Exploration%20History.htm 

¶ Elementary themes, European Explorers (English): http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/explorer.htm 

¶ PDF on the theme „The French Explorers series‟, the Exploration of Mississippi River (English): 

http://www.unitedstreaming.com/videos/21647/F2277E19-AD7D-593D-C556A2482DABD4AE.pdf 

¶ Thematic guide with a lot of resources (in French):  

http://carrefour-education.qc.ca/guidethem/index.asp?affiche=true&no=158 

¶ Information about Explorers of Nirth America (English/French): 

http://www.mta.ca/faculty/arts/canadian_studies/francais/realites/multimedia/explorateurs/index.ht

ml   

¶ Les grands explorateurs du monde, activités interactives (French): 

http://www.cours.fse.ulaval.ca/ten-20727/sitesdescours/000_3automne2000/grands_explo_5/       

¶ Québec: les Grands Hommes: (French) 

 http://pagesperso-orange.fr/alain.perron/quebechistoire2.htm   

¶ Les explorateurs et les grandes découvertes (French) : http://www.mooldoo.com/?f=exploAccueil      

 

 

¶ Jacques Cartier: 

- Jacques Cartier‟s Biography (English): http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/jacques_cartier.htm 

- Article wikipedia : http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Cartier  (French) 

- Discover Jacques Cartier: http://www.win.tue.nl/~engels/discovery/cartier.html (English) 

- Les voyages de Jacques Cartier : http://www.cartier.f2s.com/cartier.htm (French) 

- Article de Canal Académie sur les voyages de Jacques Cartier  (+ vidéo): 

http://www.canalacademie.com/Les-trois-voyages-de-Jacques.html    (French) 

 

¶ Samuel de Champlain: 

-Samuel de Champlain‟s Biography (English) : 

http://eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec4/Unit_2/Unit_IIQ2R7.html 

- Article wikipedia: http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain  (French) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain   (English) 

- Article de Canal Académie sur Samuel de Champlain avec des vidéos (French) : 

http://www.canalacademie.com/Samuel-de-Champlain-fondateur-de.html    

- Samuel de Champlain‟s 1607 map: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr009.html  (anglais) 

- Travels in the Canadian Francophonie (English/French): 

http://www.linktolearning.com/grade7history.htm  

- vidéos : http://fr.youtube.com/watch?v=UAFDQfy05eY&feature=related (French)  

 

¶ Robert La Salle : 

http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ex/Explorers
http://www.gradebook.org/Age%20of%20Exploration%20History.htm
http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/explorer.htm
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/videos/21647/F2277E19-AD7D-593D-C556A2482DABD4AE.pdf
http://carrefour-education.qc.ca/guidethem/index.asp?affiche=true&no=158
http://www.mta.ca/faculty/arts/canadian_studies/francais/realites/multimedia/explorateurs/index.html
http://www.mta.ca/faculty/arts/canadian_studies/francais/realites/multimedia/explorateurs/index.html
http://www.cours.fse.ulaval.ca/ten-20727/sitesdescours/000_3automne2000/grands_explo_5/
http://pagesperso-orange.fr/alain.perron/quebechistoire2.htm
http://www.mooldoo.com/?f=exploAccueil
http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/jacques_cartier.htm
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Cartier
http://www.win.tue.nl/~engels/discovery/cartier.html
http://www.cartier.f2s.com/cartier.htm
http://www.canalacademie.com/Les-trois-voyages-de-Jacques.html
http://eduref.org/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec4/Unit_2/Unit_IIQ2R7.html
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_de_Champlain
http://www.canalacademie.com/Samuel-de-Champlain-fondateur-de.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr009.html
http://www.linktolearning.com/grade7history.htm
http://fr.youtube.com/watch?v=UAFDQfy05eY&feature=related


 

 

 

- La Salle‟s biography (English): http://library.thinkquest.org/J002678F/la_salle.htm 

- Article wikipedia :  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Robert_Cavelier,_Sieur_de_La_Salle   (English) 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Robert_Cavelier_de_La_Salle (French) 

- Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle (English): http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/treasures/giants/lasalle/lasalle-

01.html  

- Vidéos: http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/8383-the-mountain-states-early-exploration-video.htm 

http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/5368-colonial-frontier-new-lands-for-france-video.htm 

 

Québec’s 400th anniversary 

- Wikipedia article : http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/400e_anniversaire_de_Qu%C3%A9bec    
French 

- Website on activities: http://monquebec2008.sympatico.msn.ca/      
English 

- Official website : http://www.villequebec2008.com              
French 

- Official website : http://www.francequebec400.fr/    
French 

- Website of the Canadian Government : http://www.quebec400.gc.ca/  
French – English 

- Website of Canal Académie: http://www.canalacademie.com/Nos-emissions-sur-le-Quebec.html   

French 

 

Special thanks to our partners 
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